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This month’s exercises focus on 270s. A 270 jump sequence 
involves two jumps angled so that the dog is turning 270º between 
them. A 270 jump sequence can be handled with the dog on 
your left or right, and can be preceded by a front cross or a rear 
cross or just keeping your dog on the side of the turn. 270 jump 
sequences are not very difficult by themselves, but when you are 
doing a front cross or rear cross before a 270, it can sometimes 

become a challenge.

In Figure 1 there are four examples of 270s. Try them with 
your dog on your right (black circles and squares) and with 
your dog on your left (white circles and squares). 

Try the sequences in Figure 2 with a front cross and also 
a rear cross before jump #3. For the white numbers, start 
with your dog on your left and do a front cross between 
jumps #2 and #3. Then start with your dog on your left and 
do a rear cross at jump #3. Now make sure to do the black 
numbers. Start with your dog on your right and do a front 
cross between jumps #2 and #3, and then start with your dog 
on your right and do a rear cross at jump #3. 

Figures 3 through 5 are short exercises containing 270s which you 
should practice with your dog on the left and the right and also 
practice with front and rear crosses preceding the 270.  Try them 
all to find out on which side you and your dog are more confident. 
After figuring out which side you are more proficient at, make a 
note to practice the weaker side more often.

SKILL OF THE MONTH
 BY KAREN HOLIK

1

11

2

3

4

2

3

4

2

1

1

1

2

3

4

2
3

4

5

6
7

5

6

7

3

1

1
1

2

3

4

2

3

4

5

6

7

5

6

7

8

8

9

4

1

1

1

23

4

2

3

4

5
6

7
5

6

7

8

8

5

40 Clean Run     |     August 08



1

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

6

1

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
8

9

10

11

1213

7

1

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
11

12

13

14
15

16

17

10

1

1

2

34

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

8

1

1

2
3

4

5

6

7

8 9

10

11

12

13

9

Karen Holik, involved in agility for over 15 years 
as a competitor and a USDAA and AKC judge, 
has competed in the finals of the USDAA World 
Championships many times with all her dogs: two 
Shelties, a Border Collie, and an All-American. Her 
youngest dog, ADCH MACH2 Triune’s Feelin Hot Hot 
Hot, a.k.a. Sizzle, is a three-time champion at the 
USDAA World Championships and a member of the 
AKC/USA World Team in 2003, 2005, 2006, and 2007. 
Karen offers private lessons and seminars; contact 
her at oncourseagility@comcast.net.
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Figures 6 through 10 contain more 
270 exercises including being able 
to send to the 270 jump sequence, 
front crosses and rear crosses, and 
performing a 270 from both sides of the 
dog. Have fun training your 270s! D




