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‘SK h,.i. OF T“HE MONTH

By K APEN Ho;.n( ;
This month S exerclses_foc_lis"on. consistency in your-handling skills.
Does your dog know before he takes off for a jump whether he is
going left or right? Does he know before an obstacle whether he is
driving forward to the next obstacle or collecting his stride to come
back-to you? Does he know to converge on your path and take the
obstacle closest to you or-to keep driving ahead while staying lat- - -
eral to you?:He should know all of this befdie he takes off for the °
“obstacle. If he doesn’t this can Jead to slower course times, knocked
bars, off-courses, and wide turns. If yohr dog does not have an-idea :

of where he is going, he can’t run as fast as he can. Your con3|stency £t
on course will make for a happier dog and also more conslstent runs. -

These exercises are.designed for the Starters/Nowce dog Flgures 1 and 2 can help_
with your extension and collection’ cues, Figures 3.and 4 can heIp with front- and
rear-cross skills, and Flgure 5 can help W|th extenslon/collectlon cues.and also W|th_
front- and rear-cross cues. B :

6

First, allow your dog to extend through obstacle #6 rewardmg h|m
with a thrown toy/bait bag for driving ahead. Then go back and do each sequence :
“and have your dog collect and turn over jump i) (wrthout doing #6) and return to you
for the reward. "Dy : -

First, try a front cross after |ump #5 and reward at your side; then try arear
cross at #5. : { ph : : :
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Try the sequence two dlfferent ways wrth a front and rear cross at |umps"

< and #6.

Start W|th your dog on your Iett and reward for extensmn to the #4 tunnel LS
.then reward for collection and a turn: from #9 to #10. With the dog stilt on‘your left,- 2
do‘a front cross between #11 and #12, ‘and continue with the'white numbers. Repeat - *

“the: sequence but do.a rear cross before #11 and conthe with the black numhers -

T o 2 8 Ef'i.

: Ellﬂlllr

February 10 | Clean Run




- These exercmes can
l'lelp stréngthen” your extenstnn and
cnllec‘tmntues

These can help vnur dog to
differentiate between your serpentine
- _..and layering cues. :

5-Do a front cross after jumps
#4 and #6 in the white-numbered se- -
quence and a rear cross before #4 and
#6 in the black-numbered sequenc&

Do front crosses after jumps
#2, #5,#11 and #14. Also try rear cross- .
es before the same jumps. .




Try to-do front crosses be-
tween jumps #3-#4, #4-#5,"#5-#6, and
#9-#10, "

i Try to da rear crosses at jumps-

#2; #0, 48, #12, and #14 in this-drill. You
.—can also run the same drill and do front
= crosses in the same places.

These exercises can help
your dog to differentiate between your
“serpentine and threadle cues.

Try front crosses between #4-
#5, #6-#7, #10-#11, and #14-#15. Also try
the exercise with rear crosses before
#4,#1, #9, and #14.

: 15: Have fun with this drill and
try to run it many different ways

: Rememberto reward often'

KarenHolik; invelved:iri “agility-for over 15years ds a competitor.and a USDAA and AKC judge; has Competed in the finals of the USDAA World Championships many
times with aII her dogs:two'Shelties, a Border Collie, and an All-American. Her most recent accomplishments have been with ADCH MACH4 Triune's Feelin Hot Hot Hot,
a.k.a. Sizzle, a four-time.champion at the USDAA World Champlonshlps and a six-time member of the AKC/USA World Team. Karen offers private lessons and seminars;
contact her by emall dt oncourseagility@comcast.net.




