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‘SK lLL OF THE MONTH

BY K’IRPEN HOLII(

This month's exercises focius on comimon sequences seen at trials.
While at a trial recently, | askéij several people what common sé-
quences gave them the most trouble and | have used their answers fo
construct the exercises helow. Some exercises might Seem simple

to you, but they are not so simple fo others.-1 hope that after-doing . :

_the exercises, you and your dog are befter prepared for your next
trial. Most sequences are'very short. Try rewarding the particular -
sequence shown and then try adding dbstacles before and after jt.

Have fun training!

_ I: Here we see a straight line of iumpé. These can always be found on a Nov- '
ice course and should never be takenfor granted as being easy, Remember, your dog

should always drive down a straight line of jumps WI{h the same speed away from -

you that he does when coming toward you.

Figure J: Pinwheels are troublesome for many teams. Try keepmg your dog on the -
same side for the entire pinwheel and also try starting the pinwhéeel with front and
rear crosses. You can also try endlng the pinwheel wnh a front cross.

i: For the 270 turn, try puttmg in front and rear crosses tn be i a posmnn fo
handle the 270 on both your feft and your rlght.

Serpemmes can be difficult. A serpemlne can be iound from: obstacles #4"--'
lhmugh #5. '

ire 5. Here we have a course containing all théjéhaiiehges above.
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ANLUELD EXERUISEDS

gure 6: For a turn to a tunnel try handling
1h|s A-frame sequence.on the left and
right. If you have space, try handling the
dogwalk on the right and left also.

: Enjoy these A-frame/tunnel and
dogwalk,’tunnel discriminations. Try mak-
ing your own variations.

gure B:These sequences testyour team's
skills when going through a box of obsta-
cles with speed. Can you do a front cross
and also a rear cross between #5 and #67

3: Try performing a rear cross hoth
before and after the A-frame. You can also
try a rear cross at any of the three jumps
_ after the A-frame.

re 10: Here we have a course con-
ng all of the above.




-igure 17: Try al these difficult tunnel
entries. Have fun and remember to re-
ward often on these exercises.

12: Here- are some difficult
2105,’1805 with off-course opfions. We
-_ often see these at trials.

i: Try these tunnel discrimina-
'llons ailer the dogwalk contact.

These sequences contain
some difficult threadles. Don’t forget to
reward often!

. 5: Here we have a course con-
taining all of the above.

Karen Holik; Invelved in ag for over 15 years as d competitor-and a USDAA and AKC judge, has competed in the finals of the USDAA lr‘L lorld Championships mc‘m‘
times with all her dogs: two Shelties, a Border Collie, and an All-American. Her most recent accomplishments have been with ADCHMACH4 Triune’s Feelin Hot Hot Hot,
ak.a’Sizzle, a four-timechampion at the USDAA Werdd Championships and a six-timexmembecof the AKC/US A World Team, Karen offers private lessons and semimars;
contaet her by email at oncourseagility@comcast net. . c :




